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A memorial walk of up to 120 miles for Karl Waldeck on 
the Mendip Ring Long Distance Footpath starting at 
Spring Bank Holiday, to raise money for his favoured 
charity Classrooms in the Clouds

Who was Karl?
Karl was a leading member of the local Frome community.  He was always the 
first to volunteer or lend a hand when needed. Karl was a founder member of 
Frome Town Rotary and was their President 2019-2020. He played a very active 
role in the club, initiating and encouraging members in many activities such as 
archery, skittles and treasure hunting, not to mention 
the infamous Monmouth raft race where he was very 
proud to be part of the winning Rotary team. 
Karl was involved with local Scouting for some 30 
years, leading expeditions, field trips and outdoor 
activities.
Karl was a keen walker, and everyone who knew him 
will fondly remember the many walks, meals, and 

chats in the pub. Together with Dot Cretney, Karl walked a section of the Great 
Wall of China and raised funds for charity. 
One of Karl’s most important charities came to his notice when he took on the 
challenge of walking to Everest base camp.  Classrooms in the Clouds is a 
Nepalese Charity whose aims are to build good quality, new classrooms; to 
sponsor teachers; support teacher training, and encouraging employment of 
female teachers, in a country with very limited financial resources.  
Karl was a truly good man, he was funny, kind, and generous, and we will miss him always. We hope you 
will either take part, or sponsor someone to take part in this challenging walk, in memory of our much 
missed good friend.

https://www.classroomsintheclouds.org/



The Mendip Ring is a long distance path around 120 miles long and follows the boundary of 
Mendip District Council in East Somerset. The walk affords a range of scenery from farmland to 
moorland, fens to limestone gorges!  A small team of walkers is already in training to do this 
challenge over 10 days.  The walk is provisionally scheduled for the Spring Bank Holiday at the 
end of May.  The walk will start and finish at East Woodlands Church near Frome. We are 
inviting you to either join in this challenge and raise money by sponsorship for Classrooms in 
the Clouds, or sponsor other walkers.
All walk details can be found on website 
including the route of the walk in 18 sections of around 6 – 8 miles.  There 
is a huge amount of information on this website thanks to the hard work of 
Mendip Ramblers, including a detailed route description for each section, 
as well as OS maps.  The route is well signposted/ way-marked, but walkers 
are advised to have good maps, either paper (OS Explorer sheets 141, 142, 
143 and 155), or a good navigation app on their phone or satnav showing 
footpaths as well as roads.  The route is not easy to follow in places, and it 
is as much a test of navigational skill as physical ability.  Some sections lead 
along busy main roads and great care is needed. Most of the walk however 
is on footpaths or quiet country lanes.
 
The proposed challenge is to complete it within 10 days, so each day would be around 8 - 14 miles.  The 
walk is open to as many people as volunteer (subject to lock-down or Covid restriction that may be in 
force then).  Walkers are free however to complete the challenge in a shorter or longer period to suit 
their fitness.  The whole route does not necessarily need to be completed, and you could just do one 
day or even a ½ day and get sponsorship just for that.  Or do the whole route!  

For those doing the full 10 days, the proposed schedule is:

Saturday 29th May East Woodlands Church to Farleigh House 13.9 miles
Sunday 30th Farleigh House to Charlton (near Kilmersdon) 11.6 miles
Monday 31st Charlton to East Harptree Woods 11.0 miles
Tuesday 1st June East Harptree Woods to Burrington Combe 8.4 miles 
Wednesday 2nd Burrington Combe to Rodney Stoke 8.4 miles 
Thursday 3rd  Rodney Stoke to Westhay Nature Reserve 10.1 miles
Friday 4th Westhay Nature Reserve to Walton Hill 13.3 miles
Saturday 5th Walton Hill to Keinton Mandeville 13.6 miles
Sunday 6th Keinton Mandeville to Batcombe 14.8 miles
Monday 7th Batcombe to finish at East Woodland Church. 12.2 miles
Total 121.3 miles

This is a walk for experienced ramblers, and each entrant is responsible for 
his/her own equipment, food and drink and clothing etc.  Entrants will need 
to arrange their own transport to and from the start and finish of each 
day’s walking where possible.  However we are hoping to be able to 
provide a limited number of volunteer drivers each day to take and collect 
walkers if required. This all depends on social distancing and Covid 
regulations pertaining. There will be no stewarding or checkpoints along 
the way, so each entrant will be responsible for their own safety and well-
being.  Parts of the route are along footpaths and tracks, and some sections 

are on roads, so care will need to be taken, especially with children and dogs.

http://mendipring.org.uk/ 

Organisation

The Walk information



The beauty of this walk is that each leg is within an hour's travelling back to Frome.  So provided volunteer 
chauffeurs can be found, walkers can come home each night and save substantial B&B costs or the logistics of 
camping and carrying food, etc. The longest day is 15 miles, and with an average speed of 2 mph (including 
allowance for meal breaks and getting lost occasionally) allows say 7 hours walking.

Entrants will be trusted as regards honesty in the declared mileage completed.  Certificates will be handed to all 
entrants.

Entrants will be given an emergency number to call if they need assistance, but it is stressed that each entrant is 
responsible for their own personal safety, navigation, food and drink, and transport.  Each entrant will be 
provided with an itinerary and a check list of essential walkers equipment which they should wear or carry each 
day.

 

Please download the registration form on the Facebook page (see link below) or email Peter. There is an entry 
fee of £5 per person.  Children and dogs free.  Please pay this to Just Giving. All sponsorship moneys should also 
be donated to Just Giving, who will pass the money to Classrooms in the Clouds.

Entry arrangements

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/peter-bennett20

Organisers

Peter Bennett 07970 412491
Dot Cretney 07768 463114
Alex Waldeck on Facebook

The Just Giving link is 

peter@pbsurveys.co.uk
dorothycretney@hotmail.co.uk

   
   

http://mendipring.org.uk/

https://fb.me/e/yngw1dp2

https://fb.me/e/yngw1dp2
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